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AUSTRALIAN LEGENDS

FOR MANY
AUSTRALIANS,
SHE WAS THE
FIRST QUARTER
HORSE THEY
HAD EVER SEEN

CUTTING A COW.

Greg Lougher riding the
great mare, Clover Cherry*,
imported in 1967.

Clover
Cherry

lover Cherry* was one of Australia’s best

known cutting mares. For many
Australians, she was the first Quarter Horse
they had ever seen cutting a cow. Californian
horseman, Greg Lougher (pronounced
Lawher), gave an exhibition on Clover Cherry*
at the 1967 Warwick Rodeo and from there this
mare continued to demonstrate her incredible
skills throughout the country during the late
sixties and into the early seventies. In 1970
Clover Cherry* won Australia’s first Cutting
Futurity and in 1971 the mare was given an
AQHA Award of Honour for her role in
promoting the Quarter Horse in Australia.
Later she was recognised by the NCHA with
induction into the Heritage Horses Hall of

Fame. After her retirement from competition,
Cherry continued to excel in the breeding
barn, producing both a daughter and grand-
daughter who were also inducted into the
NCHA Hall of Fame.

The tale of this great mare would not be
complete without the background story of
Greg Lougher, the man who started the Clover
Leaf Stud in Australia, and who, along with his
daughters, showed a sceptical Australian public
exactly what this new breed of horses was
capable of. It is both an exciting and interesting
piece of our Australian Quarter Horse history
and needs to be included in this chapter. The
importation of Clover Leaf horses took place
in 1967, thirteen years after the first Quarter
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Horse stallions were imported by King Ranch.
It was the largest single consignment of Quarter
Horses ever to be imported into Australia at
that time, and it nearly didn’t eventuate.

The Californian

Gregory Lougher, born in 1915 on a ranch
near Mt Diablo in central California, started
riding horses as a four year old and since then
his life never ventured far from the animals he
was so passionate about. He competed at
rodeos and shows very early in his riding career
and took on problem horses, turning them into
good riding mounts. He was a ‘natural’ with
horses and generally very successful. At sixteen
years of age he competed in his first senior
event at a rodeo and from that point on there
was no stopping him. He left school and headed
for Nevada’s cattle country, where he spent the
next three years developing and refining his
horsemanship skills. This was followed by a
three year university course in Animal
Husbandry in California, which included two
years of Veterinary Science. Greg’s eventual plan
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was to breed and train his own horses, but in
the meantime, he paid his way through
university by continuing to break and train
horses and compete at shows and rodeo events.
During his university years the Inter-Collegiate
Cowboy contests were introduced and Greg
won the first All Round Inter-Collegiate
Cowboy award at the Victorville Rodeo in
California, scoring more individual points than
any other team.

From 1943 to 1946 during WWII Greg was
drafted into the Army and his duties began in
the veterinary section of the Cavalry at Fort
Riley in Kansas. The Army then sent him into
Burma, India and China, utilising his
veterinary and farriery skills working with
mules and pack horses, transporting vital
supplies and artillery through mined jungles
and mountain passes, Following his discharge,
Greg continued to pursue his dream. He broke
in horses for the Greene Cattle Company,
(commonly known as the RO) of Arizona, one
of the largest cattle companies in the US. The
ranch bred their horses solely for the purpose
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Greg Lougher and Clover Cherry® - winners of the Queensland Cutting Futurity in 1970.
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